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it must be conceded that they are far the best shots. These
things are mentioned to account for the numerons instances
where a determined few have committed such havoc in the
ranks of the enemy, as almost to surpass belief.

On another occasion, a single lodge of Ojibways located
on the shores of Prairie Rice Lake, was attacked by a
party of two hundred Dakotas, and all its inmates mas-
sacred. The head of the family, a man noted in the wars
of those times for great courage, happened to be away,
spearing fish, when his family were murdered. Hearing
the firing, he ran to their rescue, but arrived only to wit-
ness the ashes of his lodge, and the mangled remains of his
wife and children. Determined on revenge or death,
singly he pursued the enemy, and having caught up with
them, he sustained the unequal fight till his ammunition
gave out, when, having seen several of the enemy fall
under his aim, he turned, and though nearly surrounded,
he made his escape. Shortly after, he returned to the field
of the fight, and discovered five Dakotas whom he had
killed, left by their friends in a sitting posture, facing the
west. Having scalped them, he returned, without kin,
but loaded with honor, to the village of his people.

About the same time (between fifty and sixty years ago),
another family were massacred by the Dakotas at this lake.
Le-bud-ee, a son of the old man who was killed on this
occasion, raised a small war party during the ensuing
winter, and attacked a large lodge of the enemy on Iay
River. There were eight men of the Dakotas in the lodge,
who returned the fire of the Ojibways very briskly. Be-
coming desperate at their obstinate defence, Le-bud-ee, fol-
lowed by one of his bravest comrades, rushed madly for-
ward, and cutting open the leathern covering of the lodge,
they entered into a hand to hand conflict with such of the
Dakotas as still remained alive. TLe-bud-ee’s comrade was
killed in the act of entering the lodge, while he himself



